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his part in the Chinese crisis when British troops were sent to Shanghai, and
in the Egyptian crisis when British dreadnoughts and cruisers went to Alexandria
to overawe the Egyptian Parliament into suspending a measure dealing with
internal order.
Recently there has been an impression that the Labour Government has
pursued a liberal policy in Egypt and elsewhere. So far as India is concerned»
I shall refer to it later. In Egypt the best judges are the Egyptian people and
it appears that they do not approve cf the draft Anglo-Egyptian treaty. In
China extra-territoriality still continues and in Palestine we have recently seen
the policy of national suppression of the Arabs.
The Labour Party in England, under Mr. MacDonald's guidance, was the
complacent partner of the Tory party in their Imperialist policy. Now that it
is itself in the seat of authority it is taking a lead in formulating that very
policy. And this policy is all the more dangerous and deceptive because it is
clothed in honeyed language. Calling itself socialist, it has betrayed the princi-
ples of socialism ? Calling itself the friends of freedom in other lands and of
internationalism, it has acted in a rigidly national and imperialist way and
has forfeited all claim to the confidence of the Indian people.
Prosecution of Indian Labour Leaders
The Labour Commission is sent to India. Was it as an earnest of peace and
goodwill to the suffering workers and a promise of better times to come? If
so, the ways of the British Government are strange and past all under-standing.
We have had in India during the past year a general offensive against Labour
in which the government and the employees have joined hands and co-operated
together. The Trades Disputes Act and the Public Safety Ordinance were
the first contributions of the Government of India. Then followed the trial
of the thitty-two labour leaders and workers in Meerut and large number of
individual cases against labour workers. This trial, as you know, has attracted
a great deal of attention not only in India, but in foreign countries. It
has now after prolonged sittings arrived at the end of the first stage, that
of the magisterial enquiry. Apart from the more important considerations in
the case, you will observe what vast sums the government is spending in trying
to put down respected leaders of the Labour Movement. You will join with
me, I have no doubt, in sending them and all other comrades of ours, who are
being proceeded against or have been convicted for their labour activities,
our fraternal greetings and good wishes.
These are the conditions that face us. Are they the forerunners of peace or
of strife? And yet we are asked to believe in the bonafides of the Labour
Government and to co-operate with the Whitley Commission. Some of the
respected leaders of our movement are in fact so co-operating and I for one will
not easily consider them wrong. But with all^ respect to them I do submit to you
that it is utterly wrong for us to offer this co-operation. Indeed the time has
come when we should make it perfectly clear that we cannot co operate with
any such commission or with the British Government that appoints them.
Question of Affiliation.
The question of affiliation troubles us. If I may venture to suggest it woald
be best for us not to be affiliated to either International. So far as the Second
International is concerned the proximity and the occupancy of office in various
countries has made its leaders betray their principles and to become the
exponents of a new type of Imperialism, Labour Imperialism, which may not
speak in the accents of the Tories but which is none the less thorough. The
main pre-occupation of the Second Inteinational is no longer the fight against
capitalism but the fight against communism. And, in particular, India and
the colonial countries have been studiously ignored by it and at every vital
step it has sided with the forces ranged against us. I am quite convinced that
we should not affiliate ourselves with it, and to do so would be disastrous
to our cause.
Should  we then ally ourselves to the Third International?   Recently all
manner of threats have been held out to those who may do so,   I hope

